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ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO ACDA-12 CIAE-00 
INR-10 10-13 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 EB-08 NRC-05 
SOE-02 DODE-OO DOE-15 SS-15 SP-02 CEQ-01 /121 W 

021328 050304Z/62 

R 042201Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0027 
INFO AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

CONFIDENTIAL MEXICO 07387 

USIAEA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TECH, MX 

SUBJECT: FUEL REQUEST FOR TRIGA AT SALAZAR NUCLEAR 
CENTER 

REF: STATE 67703 

1 . AS NOTED, E.G. IN PARA 4 REFTEL, MEXICANS HAVE 
REQUESTED HEU FOR A FUTURE RELOAD OF SALAZAR CENTER IMW 
TRIGA. 

2. DURING COURSE OF HIS INITIAL VISIT TO CENTER, S&T 
COUNSELOR/DOE SCIREP LEARNED THAT (A) PREVIOUS AND PRESENT 
LOADING OF REACTOR IS 20 PERCENT ENRICHED MATERIAL, AND 
(B) FUEL ON HAND SHOULD SUFFICE AT PRESENT OPERATIONAL 
RATE UNTIL 1980, WHEN ADDITIONAL RELOAD FUEL WILL BE NEEDED 

3. CENTER STAFF IS STUDYING EFFECTS OF A MIXED 70 PERCENT 
- 20 PERCENT LOADING TO BE SURE THAT THE NATURAL CON- 
VECTION COOLING WILL BE ADEQUATE. 

4. REACTOR CURRENTLY BEING OPERATED ON AN AVERAGE OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MEXICO 07387 042200Z 

3 HOURS PER DAY, 5 DAYS PER WEEK. PULSING OPERATIONS 
ARE CONDUCTED OCCASIONALLY. 

5. COMMENT: WE GATHER THAT THE PROVISION OF HEU FOR THIS 
FACILITY IS NEITHER URGENT IN TIME NOR CRUCIAL FROM 
OPERATING STANDPOINT AT ALL. DEPT AND DOE MAY WISH TAKE 
THIS INTO ACCOUNT IN REVIEWING MEXICAN REQUEST. LIKEWISE, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


HOWEVER, THREAT TO NOT GRANT THIS REQUEST WOULD BE A VERY 
WEAK BARGAINING CHIP IN FUTURE NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
MEXICO. LUCEY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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